
JCED BULLETIN 

Anamosa Receives $500,000 CDBG Award 
The Downtown Revitalization Fund program assists community leaders with the  
rehabilitation of blighted down buildings.  Through a HUD appropriation from the State of  
Iowa, this grant program is a public-private partnership for a community to bring back the 
historic integrity of dilapidated downtown buildings.  A City has to have significant slum and 
blight to be eligible and Anamosa completed a Slum & Blight Survey in 2019-2020 to prove 
eligibility.  Jones County Economic Development applied for this grant on behalf of Anamosa 
in July 2020 and was recently awarded $500,000 towards the final effort: 10 buildings on the 
south side of the downtown will receive façade rehabilitation and repair. 

                       *Planned Next Steps 
The City of Anamosa received official notification of the $500,000 grant award in  

mid-September.  The City will be going through legal review of all the required documents 

and planning to approve the contracts at their first Council meeting in October to send back 

to the State for their  

signature as well. 

Meanwhile, the East Central 

Iowa Council of Governments 

(ECICOG) will begin work on 

the environmental paperwork 

for the Iowa Economic  

Development Authority to  

review.   

Concurrently, Martin-Gardner  

Architecture will work on final 

renderings for building owners 

to sign off on.  After the owners sign off on their buildings, Martin-Gardner will send the doc-

uments to the State for final review with the target date being mid-December at the latest.  

The State has thirty days to do a review and ask for clarification/questions.   

Currently, the timeline calls for issuing bid documents in mid-January with a pre-conference 

meeting for interested contractors to 

be scheduled by the end of January 

2021.  Bids will be due in  

mid-February with work hopefully 

starting in April. 

*Timeline subject to change. 

Jones County Economic Development Newsletter Oct/Nov/Dec 2020 



Grant Wood Sculpture:  
Home for Good  

In 2019, Anamosa was home to the “God Bless America” statue  

featuring the American Gothic couple from the iconic Grant Wood 

painting of the same name.  This 25 foot high statue was on rent to 

the City for nine months and brought a great number of tourists to 

the community.  Since that time, several community members have 

expressed a desire to get the sculpture permanently placed in  

Anamosa and are working towards that end. 

This local group is working to raise money to buy the sculpture from 

the art commune that designed it, the Seward Johnson Atelier.  

There will be many sources of funding sought, from donations to 

grants, but there is hope that the citizens and businesses of  

Anamosa want to see this priceless piece of Grant Wood back in the 

community for good.  And we are especially hopeful that we can 

have the statue back in the community before RAGBRAI comes 

through in July 2021. 

Pledge letters will be coming out soon, so keep an eye on your mail!  

If you have questions about the pledge letter or want to go ahead 

and pledge now, you can contact LeeAnna Boone at the Anamosa 

Chamber of Commerce to know more.  Email her at  

director@anamosachamber.org or stop by the Chamber office at 213 

E. Main Street in Anamosa to get the forms filled out and be on your 

way to helping secure Anamosa history for generations to come! 

Creative Adventure Lab Project Coming to Monticello 
When the City of Monticello reviewed their Downtown Assessment report in 2019, one of the things that 

continued to make the list of priorities: Do something with the old Dollar General building downtown.  Sitting 

on a prominent corner, the empty building was an eyesore to community visitors and residents alike.  While 

numerous ideas had been floated on what to do with the space, nothing initially gained any traction for the 

City or the owners of the property. 

In 2020, Jordan DeGree of the Creative Adventure Lab in Dubuque contacted the City of Monticello about a 

potential satellite location for their organization.  The Creative Adventure Lab is a kid-focused hands-on 

STEAM Activity Center to encourage children to explore creatively and learn necessary skills.  Additionally, 

the organization was going to open an Innovation Lab in the community, which would house and help skill 

local entrepreneurs wanting to work with others and have cheap and reliable office space outside of the 

home, with the ultimate goal of getting them to open their businesses in Monticello.  (While the Innovation 

Lab expansion was just one of many to come throughout Iowa, Monticello is the only planned Creative  

Adventure Lab satellite.)   continued on Page 4 
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Quality Outdoor  
Dining in Anamosa 

Due to the COVID-19  

pandemic, retail and  

restaurants have been hit 

hard this year, especially with 

early closures and reduced 

business. 

Following the lead of other 

cities on the advice of many 

local organizations, the City 

of Anamosa partnered with 

Weber Stone to create five 

parklets for the following  

businesses: 

 Tucker’s Tavern 

 Los Tres Agaves 

 T & D 

 Grounds & Goodies 

 Anamosa Bowling Center 

While these will be  

disappearing soon with winter 

coming, please make sure to 

reach out to City staff and the 

Council members to let them 

know your thoughts.  The 

hope is that these parklets 

will be an annual amenity for 

downtown businesses and 

customers to enjoy. 

Let’s Hit the Trail! 
In 2019, a ribbon cutting was held in Anamosa to celebrate 

the completion of the first phase of the Wapsipinicon Trail.  

Even though it was a celebratory event, the work for the  

second and final phase was ongoing.  This final phase of the 

trail project will connect the existing Wapsipinicon Trail to the 

Hale Bridge, a direct connection to Wapsipinicon State Park. 

The trail has already proven quite popular, even though it is 

not complete. Residents and visitors alike are able to enjoy 

the 10-foot wide trail and there is excitement about being  

connected to such a fabulous state park.  The final phase is 

scheduled to begin construction in the spring of 2021. 

Jones County Conservation is leading the project on behalf of 

Jones County, and Conservation Director Brad Mormann has 

worked diligently to continue securing funding.  Mormann  

received a $100,000 Wellmark Grant and worked with Jones 

County Economic Development to obtain over $240,000 in  

Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) funding from the 

Department of Transportation.  Additional funds on the project 

were secured by Jones County, Jones County Conservation, 

the Grant Wood Loop Parks to People Project, Black Hills  

Energy, the Wapsi Trail Committee, a local group of citizens 

dedicated to making the trail a reality, and more still coming in 

for the project. 

If you have interest in donating to the project, contact Brad 

Mormann at Jones County Conservation to get more  

information at 563-487-5038. 

 



Contact Us 

Jones County Economic Development has two 

convenient offices: 

107 S. Ford Street in  

Anamosa inside City Hall 

200 E. 1st Street in  

Monticello inside City Hall 

Our Executive Director, Derek Lumsden, can 

also be reached by Phone at 319-480-7446 or 

by email. 

Creative Adventure Lab continued from Page 2 

With a need for a location in mind, the idea was broached to use the old Dollar General building in the 

downtown.  Not only was it on a prominent corner, but it was also large enough to house both entities in 

its walls.  The City reached out to the Welter family, owners of the property, and worked out an  

agreement with them to have 

the building donated to the 

City for the home of the  

Creative Adventure Lab.   

The City currently owns the 

building and is working with 

some DNR grants to get the 

environmental testing done 

and the asbestos removed.  

The Creative Adventure Lab 

received a grant from the Iowa 

Economic Development to get 

some of the interior work done.  Jones County Economic Development applied for a $20,000 Rural  

Innovation Grant to get some of the façade work repaired and rebuilt to suit the needs of the labs.  More 

grants are being applied for to help finish out the labs, which is hoped will be open in the summer of 

2021.  Scholarships and sponsorships are also being considered for the facility to help keep the cost low 

to operate and allow children to access the facility easier. 

In a recent meeting with Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, Mayor Brian Wolken, City Administrator Doug 

Herman, and Creative Adventure Lab members Eric Dregne and Jordan DeGree, the Lieutenant  

Governor expressed excitement about the labs and how this is exactly what the Rural Innovation Grants 

were designed to do and that he would be excited to return when it was operational. Executive Director 

DeGree noted that the labs were designed to “use creativity and innovation to solve problems.”  He went 

on to note that he hopes that the children coming into the space are inspired in that way too. 
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